did not do or which they considered demeaning. I must confess that
the devotion to duty and disregard of personal comfort which was
shown by the women of Pakistan came as a very pleasant surprise
to everybody and earned the gratitude not only of the refugees but
of the Government as well. When epidemics of cholera and smallpox
were raging in the camps the welfare workers went on with their
work, completely disregarding their own safety. Throughout this
period, girls went from house to house collecting food and clothing
for the refugees. Though they were often put to a great deal of
trouble they were always cheerful. They never complained.
When the members of the P.W.V.S. had been working for about
five or six months they felt that they could do more useful work if
they were given some kind of organised basic training. In order to
fulfil this need I organised the Pakistan Women's National Guard
in January, 1948. The basic course consisted of physical training,
nursing and elementary welfare work. Hundreds of workers com-
pleted this course and many of them took up the advanced course
-which included advanced nursing, ambulance driving, typing, short-
hand, signalling and AJR.P. At the moment we have about twenty-
four hundred women as members of the P.W.N.G. They are or-
ganised in three battalions by geographic distribution. The number
of women who have completed their courses and left the organisa-
tion for "inactive duty" is considerable.
When the work of the settlement of refugees had eased somewhat,
it was felt that a separate organisation was needed to take up the
work of a more permanent nature. To fulfil this need, the All Paki-
stan Women's Association was created. All the smaller organisations
doing welfare work for women are affiliated to A.P.W.A.
This Association has organised adult and literacy centers, primary
schools, industrial homes for widows and Pakistan Cottage Indus-
tries.
. The industrial homes have proved very useful as they have not
only provided work for a large number of women, who had no
other means of livelihood, but in addition they have served as train-
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